TRANSCRIPT PREPARED BY THE CLERK OF THE LEGISLATURE
Transcriber®s Office

March 15, 2000 LB 1427

if | get something wrong because some of these names have
changed and I"m not sure I"m using the correct terminology, but
with respect to the Children®s Health Care Program, what...what
has changed in the bill with regard to that? And, most...most
importantly, 1™m thinking about future funding for that. Where
is that future Tfunding...where would it come from if we need
future funding there?

SENATOR JENSEN: Nothing has changed with the Children®s Health
Insurance Program. I think that is still one of those issues.
You know, that was a five-year program, Senator Beutler, and we
certainly anticipate and we hope that the federal government
will continue with that. But if that should ever be a
shortfall, some of these dollars are going to have to go to that
in the future.

SENATOR BEUTLER: Okay. So this bill doesn®"t represent any kind
of commitment one way or another as far as the...

SENATOR JENSEN: No.
SENATOR BEUTLER: ...the Children®"s Health Fund is concerned.

Okay. Secondly, it appears to eliminate the loan program with
regard to the Nursing Home Assistance Program. It used to be a

loan program and a grant program. Is it now just a grant
program?
SENATOR  JENSEN: We never did the loan program and one of the

reasons is we heard from our banker friends, who said the
government, state of Nebraska, should not be in the loan
guarantee business, and so we never did that. We never did a
loan program. These are grants.

SENATOR BEUTLER: Okay, so that was...was that like one of those
policy decisions that HH.._that the department made when we had
said there should be a loan program?

SENATOR JENSEN: Well, 1 don"t know. That loan...

SENATOR BEUTLER: They just made another one for us.

SENATOR JENSEN: -.-programn  was only...only to the nursing
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